
Lt. Steven “Deet” Combs Jr. (US Navy) 
1989 - 2017 

I did not know Lt. Steven Combs during his lifetime.  Lt. 
Combs was a college friend and fraternity brother of my 
son, Ryan, and I knew of him through my son.  I do not 
know his family. Steve and Ryan were good friends in 
college and remained very close after graduation, visiting 
each other even though they lived quite far apart, Ryan in 
NYC and Steve in Norfolk, VA.  They met at the University 

of Colorado at Boulder and were brothers in the Kappa Sigma 
fraternity there. 

Steve joined the Navy after graduation and according to his father in 
a news interview, he had always wanted to be a pilot.  He stated that flying was Steve’s passion.   

According to various news sources, Lt. Combs, a native of Florida, was assigned to the “Providers” of Fleet 
Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 30 and embarked aboard Ronald Reagan as part of Carrier Air Wing Five.  
His previous duty assignments included the “Greyhawks” of Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 
(VAW) 120, the Center for Security Forces Detachment Kittery Point, in Portsmouth, NH, and Training Wing 
4, in Corpus Christi, TX.  His awards included the National Defense Ribbon and the Navy Battle “E” Ribbon. 

On November 22, 2017, Lt. Combs was piloting a C-2A Greyhound plane when it suffered catastrophic engine 
failure in the Philippine Sea.  The plane was conducting a routine transport flight carrying passengers and 
cargo from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni to USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76). 

Due to his exceptional piloting skills and his bravery in the face of nearly impossible odds, Lt Combs was able 
to land the plane on the surface of the Philippine Sea and keep it afloat for long enough for eight of the eleven 
crew members and passengers aboard to exit the aircraft and be rescued from the water by US Navy 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC 12) before the plane sank.  Lost within the plane were Lt. Combs and 
two other crew members, Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Equipment) Airman Matthew Chialastri and Aviation 
Ordnanceman Airman Apprentice Bryan Grosso.  Neither the plane nor the remains of the three sailors have 
been recovered. 

Those who were rescued that day stated unequivocally that if not for Lt. Combs’ skill and bravery, they would 
have all perished.   

Lt. Combs was posthumously awarded the Navy Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal, for his meritorious service and heroic actions 
the day of the naval aircraft crash.  

In honor of their son, his family has established the Gold Wings 
foundation to help students in their town with college scholarships.  

Lt. Combs is a hero.  He is a hero 
to his family and friends, to the 
eight survivors whose lives he saved, to his country, to my son, and 
to me. 
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