
LT. COL. JERRY M. YOUNG (USAF-Retired) 
Served 1971-2000 

 
 

Jerry Young was born in Kansas City, Kansas, and grew up 
in Baldwin City, a small rural town in Kansas.  He attended 
Baldwin High School, graduating in 1967, and then Baker 
University, graduating in 1971 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in physics.  From there he attended USAF pilot 
training and began his professional career.   
 
During his tenure with the USAF, Jerry attended the USAF 
Squadron Officers School, USAF Air Command and Staff 
College, and the USAF Air War College.  In 1995 he earned 
a Masters Degree in Aviation Management from Embry 

Riddle Air University.  As a Command Pilot he accumulated over 3,500 flying hours.   
 
As a C-130 Aircraft Commander with the 442nd Tactical Airlift Wing Jerry was awarded the Air Medal for 
flying into and out of contingency situations during the Nicaragua revolution in 
1979 rescuing numerous U.S. and international non-combative citizens. 
 

During his tenure as Chief, Command and Control of the 
605th Military Airlift Support Squadron, Andersen AFB in 
Guam, Jerry was responsible for the traffic flow and 
logistical support of a 24/7/365 airlift command and control facility.  Supervised 22 
personnel.  Coordinated arrival and support of major airlift operations including the 
movement of nuclear armament, the Premier of China, deposed Philippine President Marcos, 
President Ronald Reagan, and many major military exercises. 

 
As Deputy Commander, 47th Operations Group at Laughlin AFB in Texas, Jerry was 
second in command of the busiest flying operation in the USAF.  Over 1,500 personnel, 
working three shifts, conducting over 79,000 flights and 110,000 flight hours annually.  
Jerry frequently commanded the entire operation of over 300 flights per day, all student 
pilot training, instructor pilot management, and maintenance support for over 250 aircraft.  
He was directly responsible for providing counsel and guidance, and ultimately 
determining career paths, for hundreds of officers.  He was also responsible for developing 
and implementing contingency plans regarding terrorist threats and natural disasters.   
 

In 1972 he married the former Susan Marie Tripkos of DeSoto, Kansas.  Jerry 
and Susan have two children, James and Jennifer.  James is a computer 
scientist and lives with his wife and daughter in Austin, Texas.  Jennifer is a 
microbiologist and lives with her husband, daughter, and son in New 
Braunfels, Texas.  Jerry’s interests are spending time with his family, biking, 
golf, hunting, and working on his yard.                    
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