
Thomas Lee Brown (US Navy) 
WWII                         1919-1982 
 

Thomas Lee Brown was born on October 10, 

1919 in Norfolk, VA, and was the only son of 

Herbert Brown and Elizabeth Williamson Brown.  

He had three younger sisters, Alma, Shirley, and 

Leona.  He was known by his middle name, Lee, 

his entire life.  Lee enlisted in the United States 

Navy when WWII began and served his country 

in the Atlantic during the course of the war.  When the war 

ended, Lee left the Navy and began civilian life with his new 

bride, Beryl Godfrey, also from Va. Beach, and together they had 

two sons, Lee Jr and Randy.  

 Early in their marriage they settled in Richmond, VA and Lee went into the carpet business, 

and later became half owner of two large cemeteries in Richmond, where he worked as 

sales manager until he retired from that position in 1980.  He worked for a few more years 

back in the carpet business and was planning on retiring completely to spend quality time 

with his wife.  They were planning on returning to the beach to be near family.   

Lee died unexpectedly in 1982 at the age of 62, of natural causes and sadly, he and Beryl 

were never able to enjoy that retirement they had planned together.  Beryl did soon 

thereafter move back to Va. Beach to be near her sisters and lived a full life until her 

passing in 2014 at the age of 89. 

Lee instilled in his sons a deep respect for honor, responsibility, and 

the value of hard work.  He loved his country, and especially his wife 

and sons.  He had great honor and integrity in all that he did in his 

lifetime.  He was a very active member of the Shrine Patrol and helped 

his community and those less fortunate in so many ways.  He was also 

a man full of life, with many friends.  He loved to golf and play cards 

and was very active socially.  He believed in enjoying the time he had 

on this earth.  He is loved and 

missed, and his sons thank Lee and 

Beryl for their upbringing and the values they instilled 

in them. 
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