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Vito (Bill) Orlino was born in 
Brooklyn NY in 1924 to Joseph 
Orlino and Maria Orlino and 
was one of 7 children.  He was 
attending pharmacy school at 
Saint John’s University in 

Brooklyn when, like many young men his age, he put his life on hold and 
answered his country’s call to service during World War II.  

He was inducted into the Army on April 24, 1943, and was awarded the Military 
Occupational Specialty of Surgical Technician 861, to become a medic for the 
Army.  Upon completion of training, he was sent to NYC and assigned to the 
Medical Detachment of the 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st U. S. Infantry Division 
(Big Red One) and set sail for England, with his new unit in November 1943.  He 

and his unit served valiantly in many of the major battles of the war in Europe, including D-day (Omaha 
Beach), Battle of Saint Lo, the Ardennes, the Battle of the Bulge, the Herkon Forest, and the Bridge at 
Remagen.  When asked about his recollection of D-Day, he is quoted as saying “The number of dead, dying 
and wounded was astronomical and all the medics did an outstanding job in treating and evacuating all of 
the casualties.” And he ended his description of D-Day by simply saying, “June 6th, 1944 was the longest day 
of my life.”  His life was forever affected by his service and for the rest of his life, he was haunted by the 
things he had seen and the people he had lost.  Among the decorations he received were the Bronze Star 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, and 2 Purple Hearts. 

He earned the rank of T3 or Technical Sergeant and, after serving 2 years, 5½ months, he left active service 
on October 15, 1945 at the ripe old age of 21.  When he returned to NY, family responsibilities prevented 
him from returning to pharmacy school, and he went to work on Wall Street for a Danish importing, 
exporting, and shipping firm, the East Asiatic Company and retired after 35 years in 1981. 

Bill married his long-time sweetheart, Jeannette Economou and 
they have two sons, Robert and Drew, and five grandchildren.  Bill 
and Jeannette were married happily for 54 years when Bill passed 
away on February 2, 2009, and Jeannette loved him and missed 
him every day of her life until her passing on July 20, 2018. 

Bill is remembered for his deep love for his family, his country, his 
God, and his deep respect for honor and duty.  He was a humble 
man who never sought recognition for any of his many life 
accomplishments, but quietly, always did what needed to be done, 

no matter what the 
personal cost to himself, always putting others before himself.  He 
is deeply loved and sorely missed by those who love him.  He was 
also a true hero in every sense of the word.                                                                                                                             
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