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 Malcolm J. Bowman was born in Fort 
Wayne, IN on May 7, 23 to parents Paul 
Bowman and Helen "Antrim" Bowman. 
While in school he excelled at music and 
was a percussion instrument prodigy, as 
well as a football hero. He was also quite an 
entrepreneur. Even before he graduated 
from HS, he organized and starred in a 
series of bands that he dubbed, "Mal 

Bowman and the Collegiates. " It was during one of his 
band outings that Malcolm met Mary, who would 

become his beloved bride of 53 years. 
 

Malcolm enlisted in the Army at the age of 18; a month after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. He 
and Mary were married on Jun 10, 42 in KC and after a 3-day honeymoon he immediately shipped-
out. He spent the next 40-months in the Pacific Theater in his military specialty of secure crypto 
communications. He participated in 6 Pacific Theater landings, was awarded the Purple Heart for 
wounds sustained in combat, and was promoted to Sergeant First Class.  Bowman was given the 
honor of attending a ceremony in Manila with General Douglas McArthur, during which US Army 
control was returned to President Osmena and the Philippine government. 
 

Malcolm returned to the U.S. and Mary in Nov, 45. He took a position with the VA Hospital as a 
Recreation Technician and just 11-months later their first daughter, Cindy, was born. Mal and 
Mary's second daughter, Sandy, was born 2 years later and daughter, Debbie, was born in 1957.  In 
1963 he retired from the Army reserves as a Sergeant Major ... the highest enlisted rank that can be 
attained in the armed forces. 
 

While Cindy and Sandy were in high school, Malcolm had the opportunity to once again give of his 
gift of music and love of percussion.  He served as a volunteer music teacher for several Huntington, 
WV area schools and conducted a number of Percussion Clinics at Marshall University.  As President 
of the Band Boosters for Vinson HS he championed a trip for his band to march in the Tournament 
of Roses Parade and singlehandedly raised over $40,000 to complete the 2-week chartered bus trip 
to Pasadena.  
 

In 1964 Malcolm relocated his family from Huntington, WV to take a position as Management 
Analyst with the Livermore, CA VA Hospital.  His career was cut short when he was medically retired 

from the VA in 1975.  A year later he and Mary moved to 
Sun City where they built their "dream-home".  Malcolm 
truly loved the sport of golf and was a scratch golfer for 
many years.                              

 
SOURCE:  Cindy Heminger (daughter of Sgt. Maj. Bowman)                 


