
Col. Peter J Chille (Army Air Corps & USAF)                            
WWII, Korea, and Vietnam (1925–2010) 

Col. Peter J Chille was born on January 1, 1925 in Brooklyn, NY 

to Maria and Natale Chille who immigrated to the United States 

in 1920 from Italy.  Peter was raised in Brooklyn and was the 

eldest son of three boys and two girls … Peter, Nancy, Joseph, 

Catherine, and Tony.  He enlisted in the Army Air Corps, which 

later became The United States Air Force, when WWII began 

and served as an enlisted man throughout the war.   

In 1944, he graduated from the Army-Air Force Navigation School and 
served his country as a flight navigator.  He was promoted to a 1st 
Lieutenant in 1945.  He served his country in WWII, the Korean War and 

Vietnam.  After returning from WWII, he returned to college and earned a degree in Physics from 
City College of NY in 1961.  He was promoted to Colonel in 1969 and retired from active service on 
Sept. 1, 1974.  In January, 1974, he was awarded the Legion of Merit for his service from July, 1969 
to July,1973, while serving at the Pentagon. 

Col. Chille was married in 1945 to his childhood sweetheart, Fannette Economou, also of Brooklyn, 
NY and they raised three daughters, Marianne, Lynn, and Suzanne.  After his retirement from the 
Air Force in 1974, Peter, went into commercial real estate in San Antonio, his last station, and 
continued to live in San Antonio until 2006, when he and his wife, Fannette, moved to Carrollton, 
TX, to be near their two daughters.  Fannette died shortly thereafter and Peter lived there until his 
passing at 85 years on June 6, 2010. 

Peter was a loving father and husband to his family and loved and served his country all his life.  He 
was, also, a very devout Catholic his entire life, and placed his trust in God every day. He and 
Fannette were both very active at St Luke’s Catholic Church in San Antonio.   

It is our understanding, although, my father did 
not like to talk about the war, that during WWII, he 
and his flight crew were engaged as 
Carpetbaggers, crews who flew in and out of 
occupied territories in Europe and worked closely 
with resistance fighters who worked against Nazi forces in the 
occupied countries.  He was part of the 859th Bomb Squadron. 
(Google “Carpetbaggers World War II” for more information.)  In 
the photo of the crew, my dad is the one kneeling on the far left. 

My sisters and I are all very proud of his service to his country and 
he instilled in his family a great love for our country and a respect for 
those who work to ensure its safety.  He was a wonderful, husband, 
father and role model.  We loved both him and Fannette very much, 
and we will never forget. 

SOURCE:  Marilyn “Lynn” Brown (daughter of Col. Chille) 
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