
2LT William H. Shackelford (US Army)                                
1946 - 1968 

A native of Jefferson City, Missouri, 
William “Bill” Shackelford joined the US 
Army in 1967 and graduated from 
Infantry OCS Class 5-68 as a second 
lieutenant on February 5, 1968.  
Following a six-month infantry branch 
assignment, Bill began rotary wing 
flight school at Fort Wolters, Texas.  

On a routine local navigation training 
mission in a TH-55 Osage helicopter, 
Bill suffered an engine failure and 
crashed on the Barron Ranch 
approximately 3 miles west of 

Stephenville, Texas.  Both Bill and the other student pilot, 2LT Reuben F. Pettiford, were 
killed in the crash. 

Bill is remembered by his OCS and flight school classmates as being a well-spoken, fine 
gentleman and an excellent athlete. 

 
TESTIMONIAL FROM FLIGHT SCHOOL CLASSMATE: 
Most of the students in our class flew TH-55's. I recall that we were on one of our early cross-
country flights without instructor pilots (IP’s) on the date of the accident in October 68.  LT's 
Pettiford and Shackleford were both flying together that day. I remember some sort of radio call 
about a missing aircraft late in the flight period and a little while later another call came back that 
the aircraft had been found in a field and both pilots were deceased. I did not see the aircraft or 
crash-site, but I remember an IP saying the TH-55 had an engine failure.  They had picked an 
appropriate forced landing area, but probably did not see the wires in it until they were quite 
low.  They attempted to maneuver over them with insufficient rotor RPM to cushion the landing. 
Most of our flight school class had not been to Vietnam and had not experienced losing friends 
so suddenly. It certainly brought home the fact that flying could be a very dangerous business.  
CH-34's were used for MEDEVAC at Ft. Wolters in those days and the sound of that aircraft was 
very distinctive, especially to our wives. My wife heard one launch during that flight period and 
she knew I was flying at the time.  Needless to say, there were many hugs and tears that night as 

she knew both LT Pettiford and LT Shackleford as well.     
From: Bill Blaine, Class 69-8 and 69-10  
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