
1LT Thomas W. Hastings (US Army)                                
1948 - 1969 

1LT Tom Hastings was born in Battle Creek 
Michigan on January 2, 1948.  He joined the U.S. 
Army in 1967 and graduated from Infantry OCS 
Class 5-68 as a second lieutenant on February 5, 
1968.   

Tom was deployed to Vietnam as an Infantry 

Platoon Leader with the 25th Infantry Division 
on January 4, 1969, just two days after his 21st birthday.   

On May 11, 1969, 1LT Hastings was killed in action (KIA) as a 
result of a high explosive device detonation in the Hua Nghia 
province of South Vietnam.  

TRIBUTES FROM THOSE WHO KNEW TOM: 

From a High School Classmate - To Tom Hastings (battle creek MI) who became the one of us not to come back. I still 
remember, talk to you and love you 

POSTED ON 11/20/98 - BY MICHAEL GARDNER I still remember our lives in high school, the times we had, and knowing both of us 
were going to go to NAM and both knowing only one of us was going to come back ... we just didn’t know which one. We almost 
got to see each other in-country before you went, and it was at least good that we got each other’s letters. It amazes me that I 
knew when you were killed, even before I heard about it.  I wrote you since, still talk to you, and you are welcome for the many 
times I still visit your grave and talk with you and straighten it up.  I haven’t seen the wall yet, perhaps someday. I still enjoy 
stopping by during the holidays and whenever I am in town. You will never leave Tom, you are always here, but I miss you so.  
The loss of all our brothers and sisters weighs heavy and strengthens me also.   

From an OCS Classmate - Remember Mary Murphy? 
POSTED ON 10/9/01 - BY DAVE HEMINGER  
Hi Tommy... what a wild time we had in Burry's Bruins back in OCS. I never could learn to sing those duets with anyone but 

you.  Sorry you didn't come home my friend.  I do miss you Tommy.  The only photo I could find was from our OCS Yearbook.  

It'll do.  

From the officer who he replaced in Vietnam - Somewhere In Viet Nam! 
POSTED ON 9/9/14 

Thomas was my replacement in Ben Cat Viet Nam. We were Phoenix and commanded or (advised) a Province 
Reconnaissance Unit.  Vietnamese and one Cambodian mercenaries. I worked with Thomas for two days, he was a terrific 
guy and dedicated. I have spent 44 years saying for the grace of God my name would be on that wall.  I left Ben Cat and 
Thomas and while packing bags to go home 13 days later I heard the rumor.  The details were sketchy, but I remember 
hearing Thomas was killed bringing in a Medevac for his wounded team members.  He was killed outside of Ben Cat and 

the Military should have done more than unknown for his family.  God Bless 
you Thomas 
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